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PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Carmarthen  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  population 
remained  at  a satisfactory  level. 

I regret  to  have  to  once  more  state  that  an  adequate  Water  Supply 
is  still  lacking  in  many  of  the  Rural  Areas,  and  in  my  opinion  con- 
tinued delay  due  to  lack  of  Ministry  approval  is  becoming  intolerable. 
Coincidental  with  this  state  of  affairs  runs  the  lack  of  adequate 
Sewage  Disposal  Systems.  In  this  case  delay  due  to  financial  reasons 
is  unwarranted  and  adequate  grants  must  be  forthcoming  immediately. 
However  small  the  community,  water  and  sewerage  are  essential  and 
a decision  on  such  a scheme  should  not  be  subjected  to  the  yard- 
stick of  cost  per  property. 

I wish  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  work  carried  out  by  my  staff 
and  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  whole-hearted 
manner  in  which  they  have  supported  me.  I also  wish  to  thank  my 
colleagues  and  their  staff  for  their  continued  support  and  help. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ELFYN  T.  JONES, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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No  specific  Committees  deal  with  matters  of  public  health;  the 
whole  Council  is  responsible. 

The  following  are  Members  of  the  Council: — 

Mr.  William  Evans  (Chairman) 

Mr.  J.  M.  Crimmins  (Vice-Chairman) 


Mr.  J.  O.  Davies 

Mr.  B.  D.  Lewis 

Mr.  W.  D.  Richards 

Mr.  H.  H.  Davies 

Mr.  I.  H.  Williams 

Mr.  David  Evans 

Mr.  Wm.  F.  Williams 

Mr.  E.  A.  Milton 

Mr.  E.  R.  Griffiths 

Mr.  Daniel  Williams 

Mr.  P.  M.  Lewis 

Mr.  H.  H.  Jones 

Mr.  Emrys  Morris 

Mr.  D.  H.  Pallant 

Mr.  D.  V.  Griffiths  (Deceased) 

Rev.  W.  J.  Rees 

Mr.  William  Lewis 

Mr.  J.  C.  Evans 

Clerk  of  the  Council: 

Mr.  JOHNNIE  THOMAS 

Rev.  W.  A.  Thomas 
Mr.  I.  J.  Williams 
Mr.  William  Thomas 
Mr.  H.  A.  Williams 
Mr.  William  Davies 
Mr.  H.  L.  Williams 
Mr.  D.  J.  Thomas 
Rev.  J.  Marlais  Thomas 
Mr.  H.  D.  Bowen 
Mr.  G.  T.  Rees 
Mr.  V.  L.  James 
Mr.  E.  J.  Thomas 
Mr.  O.  J.  Williams 
Mr.  G.  D.  Griffiths 
Lt.  Col.  J.  R.  P.  Thomas 
Mr.  G.  A.  Evans 
Mr.  K.  B.  E.  Davies 
Mr.  S.  O.  Hughes 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Dr.  ELFYN  T.  JONES,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer: 

Mr.  GETHIN  THOMAS,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor: 

Mr.  G.  G.  THOMAS,  M.Inst.  B.E. 

Treasurer: 

Mr.  W.  P.  LI.  GREVILLE,  A.I.M.T.A.,  A.R.V.A, 
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STAFF— PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

ELFYN  T.  JONES,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer : 

GETHIN  THOMAS,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

Public  Health  Inspector  and  Deputy  Housing  Officer: 

A.  G.  PITT,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Assistant  Housing  Officers: 

R.  S.  MITCHELL,  M.A.P.H.I. 

E.  CLOSS-PARRY,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Technical  Assistant: 

RALPH  JONES 

Chief  Clerk: 

D.  J.  G.  GRIFFITHS 

Clerks : 

C.  B.  JONES 

Miss  M.  A.  DAVIES 
A.  LEWIS 

Rodent  Officer: 

D.  J.  JONES  (Terminated  duties  29/8/68) 


5 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Carmarthen  Rural  District  covers  an  area  of  202,733  acres 
and  has  29  Parishes  which  for  Public  Health  Administration  purpo- 
ses are  divided  into  three  divisions  each  being  under  the  supervision 
of  a Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  Divisions  are  as  follows: — 


Carmarthen  Division 


Llangendeirne  Division 
Whitland  Division 


Parishes  of  Abergwili,  Abernant, 
Cynwyl  Elfed,  Llanpumsaint,  Llan- 
gain,  Llangynog,  Llanllawddog, 
Llanstephan,  Newchurch,  Meidrim, 
Trelech-a’r-Betws,  and  Part  of  St. 
Clears. 

Parishes  of  Llanarthney,  Llan- 
ddarog,  Llangunnor,  Llandyfaelog, 
Llangendeirne  and  St.  Ishmael. 

Parishes  of  Laugharne  Township, 
Llanboidy,  Llanddowror,  Llan- 
gynin,  Llanwinio,  Cilymaenllwyd, 
Henllanfallteg,  Llandissilio-East, 
Eglwyscummin,  Pendine,  Whitland 
and  Part  of  St.  Clears. 


For  Registration  purposes  the  area  is  divided  into  the  following 
four  Registration  Sub-Districts: — 

Abergwili,  Llangain  and  St.  Clears  (Carmarthen  Rural). 
Llangendeirne. 

Cynwyl. 

Llanboidy. 


The  mid-year  home  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  1968  is  28,100. 

The  area  is  mainly  agricultural,  the  inhabitants  being  engaged  in 
farming  and  allied  trades.  Milk  factories  are  situated  at  Whitland, 
St.  Clears  and  Pensarn  (Llangunnor). 

Part  of  the  parishes  of  Llanarthney,  Llanddarog  and  Llangendeirne 
border  on  the  anthracite  coalfield,  and  naturally  the  main  occupation 
of  that  area  is  coal  mining. 

There  are  a number  of  quarries  throughout  the  rural  area,  some 
of  which  produce  lime  used  extensively  by  the  farming  industry 
and  others  producing  chippings  and  tarmacadam  used  throughout 
the  area  for  road  construction  and  maintenance  in  general  building 
work. 

No  particular  occupation  (coal  mining  excepted)  can  be  said  to 
have  any  prejudicial  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  people. 

The  Rateable  value  of  the  area  is  £584,580  the  sum  represented  by 
a Penny  Rate  £2,290  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  according 
to  the  Rate  Book  is  9,739. 
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Comparison  for  the  last  five  years. 


Year 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Population  . . 

28,090 

28,050 

28,050 

27,990 

28,100 

Rateable  Value 

£511,003 

£528,450 

£547,094 

£567,902 

£584,580 

Penny  Rate 

£1950/16/6 

£2,057 

£2,110 

£2,202 

£2,290 

Inhabited  Houses  . . 

8,957 

9,072 

9,192 

9,653 

9,739 

Public  Swimming  Baths: 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  area  of  the  rural 
district. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births: 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

193 

202 

395 

Illegitimate 

11 

11 

22 

Total 

204 

213 

417 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  home  population — 14.8 

Still-Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Number 

3 

4 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still-births 

16.50 

Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated 
home  population 

..  .. 

0.24 

Total  Live  and  Still-births 

207 

217 

424 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths 
under  1 year) 

3 

6 

9 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths: — 

Congenital  Anomalies — 2 
Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc — 3 
Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality — 3 
Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system — 1 

Ages  at  which  Infant  Deaths  occurred: — 


Under  1 day  . . . . . . 6 

3 days  . . . . . . 1 

5 days  . . . . . . 1 

1 month  . . . . . . 1 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 21.58 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 20.25 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  45.45 

Maternal  Mortality: 

Number  of  Deaths  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  home  population  . . 12.3 


Deaths  (All  Ages) 


Males 

187 


Females 

158 


Total 

345 


Vital  Statistics  and  Comparison  for  the  last  Five  Years: 
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Adjusted:  Live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor  1.10)  = 16.28  per  1,000. 

Death  rate  (comparability  factor  1.10)  = 13.53  per  1,000. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  1968 


Malignant  Neoplasm— Stomach 

Males 

2 

Females 

4 

Total 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

8 

— 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 

— 

6 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm — -Uterus 

— 

3 

3 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  etc 

8 

11 

19 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

— 

3 

3 

Anaemias 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc 

2 

3 

5 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

Hypertensive  Disease 

3 

3 

6 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

70 

46 

116 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

5 

11 

16 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

31 

32 

63 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . . 

4 

6 

10 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

9 

5 

14 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

13 

— 

13 

Asthma 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

11 

1 

12 

Peptic  Ulcer 

— 

1 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

1 

— 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  . . 

— 

4 

4 

Congenital  Anomalies 

3 

1 

4 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Causes  Of  Perinatal  Mortality  . . 

— 

3 

3 

Symptoms  and  Ill-Defined  Conditions  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

1 

1 

All  Other  Accidents 

6 

2 

8 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

2 

2 

4 

187 

158 

345 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

0 —  1 years — 9 

1 —  5 years — 2 
5 — 15  years — 2 

15 — 25  years — 1 
25 — 35  years — 5 


35 — 45  years — 8 
45 — 55  years — 27 
55 — 65  years — 55 
65 — 75  years — 93 
75+  —143 
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Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  recent  years: — 


1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11 

11 

8 

11 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung, 
bronchus  . . 

8 

13 

9 

12 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

5 

2 

6 

3 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  etc. 

24 

25 

31 

24 

19 

Totals 

50 

54 

55 

52 

42 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  the  number  of  notifications  fell  to  one  compared 
with  six  the  year  previously.  The  number  still  retained  on  the  Tuber- 
culosis Register  was  also  reduced.  This  is  most  satisfactory  and  I 
feel  sure  that  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  plays  an  important 
part  in  this  matter. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER— NOTIFICATIONS  AND 
WITHDRAWALS 


Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Tot£ 

ds 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 
1/1/68  

74 

32 

9 

14 

83 

46 

Number  of  cases  notified  for 
the  first  time  during  the  year 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Number  of  transfers  from  other 
areas  during  the  year 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 
the  Register  during  the  year 

3 

7 

— 

1 

3 

8 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
the  Register  as  at  31/12/68 

72 

27 

9 

13 

81 

40 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

During  the  year,  the  Mobile  Unit  of  the  Mass  Radiography 
Service  made  visits  to  many  industrial  organisations,  and  chest 
examinations  of  employees  were  carried  out.  In  addition,  a visit  was 
made  to  Whitland  for  the  purpose  of  affording  chest  X-Ray  Examin- 
ations to  the  general  population.  At  the  latter  place  a total  of  342 
persons  visited  the  unit  and  this  fact  indicates  the  interest  the 
population  has  in  attaining,  and  moreso  in  maintaining,  a state  of 
good  health. 

TUBERCULOSIS— INCIDENCE  AND  DEATH  RATES  FOR 
LAST  TWENTY  YEARS  1949-1968 


Incidence 

Deaths 

Case  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 

Population 

Year 

Non- 

Non- 

Resp. 

Resp. 

Total 

Resp. 

Resp. 

Total 

1949 

.86 

.11 

.97 

.43 

.03 

.46 

1950 

.96 

.14 

1.10 

.39 

.07 

.46 

1951 

1.24 

.18 

1.42 

.42 

.07 

.49 

1952 

.91 

.32 

1.23 

.17 

.03 

.20 

1953 

1.34 

.14 

1.48 

.10 

.03 

.13 

1954 

1.01 

.21 

1.22 

.18 

— 

.18 

1955 

1.16 

.21 

1.37 

.32 

.03 

.35 

1956 

.67 

.18 

.85 

.14 

— 

.14 

1957 

.88 

.03 

.91 

.11 

— 

.11 

1958 

.81 

.14 

.95 

.11 

— 

.11 

1959 

.39 

— 

.39 

.14 

— 

.14 

1960 

.53 

.11 

.64 

.10 

— 

.10 

1961 

.54 

.18 

.72 

.11 

— 

.11 

1962 

.61 

.04 

.65 

.07 

.03 

.10 

1963 

.11 

.07 

.18 

.04 

— 

.04 

1964 

.28 

.07 

.35 

— 

.03 

.03 

1965 

.18 

.03 

.21 

.03 

— 

.03 

1966 

.36 

.03 

.39 

— 

— 

— 

1967 

.25 

.07 

.32 

— 

— 

— 

1968 

.04 

— 

.04 

— 

— 

— 

Average 
for  the 
twenty 

.66 

.11 

.77 

.14 

.02 

.16 

years 

Average 
for  the 
first  5 year 
period 
1949-1953 

1.06 

.18 

1.24 

.30 

.05 

.35 

Average 
for  the 

last  5 year 
period 
1964-1968 

.22 

.04 

.26 

.005 

.005 

.01 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities: 

As  in  former  years  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  situated  at  the 
West  Wales  General  Hospital,  Glangwili,  Carmarthen,  and  which 
is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  H.  D.  S.  Morgan,  again  proved  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  health  services  of  the  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities: 

Ambulance  Facilities,  including  facilities  for  the  transport  of 
sitting  car  cases,  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

Home  Nursing  Service: 

Twelve  district  nurses  in  direct  employ  of  County  Council  in  the 
following  districts: — 

Drefach,  Ferryside,  Gorslas,  Laugharne,  Llanstephan,  Meidrim/ 
Trelech,  Pontyates,  Cynwyl  Elfed,  Llanboidy,  Llanegwad,  St. 
Clears  and  Whitland. 

In  addition  the  five  district  nurses  employed  in  the  Carmarthen 
Combined  district  undertake  duties  in  the  Rural  area. 

Child  Health  Clinics: 

Ten  Child  Health  Clinics  in  the  area  viz:— Carmarthen,  Ferryside, 
Cross  Hands,  Laugharne,  Llanstephan,  Meidrim,  Pendine,  Pontyates, 
St.  Clears  and  Whitland. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics: 

Three  Ante-Natal  clinics — Cross  Hands,  Kidwelly  and  Pontyates. 

The  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children: 

Arrangements  are  made  for  unmarried  mothers  to  be  admitted 
to  one  of  the  following  hostels:-  Northlands,  Cardiff;  Cwmdonkin 
Shelter,  Swansea ; The  Llandaff  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare 
Committee  Hostel,  Penarth,  or  the  St.  Martin’s  Home,  Hereford. 

This  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  and  also  the  St. 
David’s  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Committee. 

Hospital  Accommodation: 

Infectious  Diseases: 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  situated  at  Upper  Tumble, 
near  Llanelli,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 
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General  Hospital  Facilities: 

Hospital  facilities  are  available  at  Priory  Street  and  at  Glangwili, 
Carmarthen,  and  both  are  known  as  the  West  Wales  General 
Hospital.  The  Hospital  provides  treatment  for  general  medical  and 
surgical  diseases  for  the  whole  of  the  West  Wales  area.  The  West 
Wales  Hospital  Management  Committee  also  provide  beds  for 
geriatric  patients. 

Venereal  Diseases: 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  the  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases.  Clinics,  where  free  treatment  may  be  obtained 
under  conditions  of  secrecy  and  confidence  are  held  at  the  West 
Wales  General  Hospital,  Glangwili,  Carmarthen. 

These  clinics  are  held  as  follows : — 

Males  and  Females — First  and  Third  Friday  in  each  month — 

2 p.m  to  6 p.m. 


National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951 : 

Section  47  of  the  1948  Act 

During  the  year  an  Order  was  obtained  from  the  Magistrates, 
under  the  above  Act,  for  the  detention  of  an  elderly  lady  who  was 
unable  to  care  for  herself.  Also,  an  application  is  still  being  made 
every  three  months  to  a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  for  an 
extension  of  an  Order  in  respect  of  an  aged  person  who  was  removed 
to  an  Institution  in  the  early  part  of  1959. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Infectious  diseases  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  as  follows:— 


Scarlet  Fever 

Males 
..  3 

Females 

9 

Total 

12 

Measles 

..  26 

40 

66 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

. . — 

2 

2 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Distribution  of  the  above  Infectious  Disease  cases  into  Parishes : — 


Parish 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis 

Abergwili 

3 

2 





Abernant 

— 

1 



— 

Llanarthney 

1 

1 

— — 

— 

Llanddarog 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Llandyfaelog 

1 

15 

— — 

— 

Llangendeirne 

— 

10 



— 

Llangunnor 

5 

27 

1 1 

— 

Llanpumsaint 

2 

1 



— 

Newchurch 

— 

3 



— 

St.  Clears 

— 

1 

1 

St.  Ishmael 

3 



— 

IMMUNISATION 

The  following  statistics  have  been  received  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (the  County  Council  being  the  Local 
Health  Authority)  relative  to  children  in  the  Rural  area  immunised 
during  the  year: — 


Primary  Immunisation 

Children  under 

Children  5-14 

5 years 

years 

Boosters 

Triple  Antigen 

351 

32 

125 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

34 

43 

88 

Tetanus  only 

3 

56 

4 
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VACCINATION 

Statistics  relating  to  vaccination  during  the  year  against  Small- 
pox, Poliomyelitis  and  Measles,  for  the  County  as  a whole,  given  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  are  as  follows : — 


(i)  Smallpox: 


Age  at  date  of 
Vaccination 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Number 

Revaccinated 

Under  1 year 

91 

— 

1 year 

726 

— 

2 — 4 years  . . 

197 

11 

5 — 14  years  . . 

42 

48 

15  years  or  over 

5 

17 

(ii)  Poliomyelitis : 


Number  of  persons  who  have 

received : — 

Age  Groups 

3 doses  of  Oral  Vaccine 

Children  bom  1968 

679 

Children  bom  1967 

1,151 

Children  bom  1966 

274 

Children  born  1965 

87 

Children  bom  1961-1964  

183 

Others  under  1 6 years 

58 

Number  of  persons  given  reinforcing  dose 

of  oral  vaccine 

241 

(iii)  Measles : 

Age  Groups 

No.  Vaccinated 

Children  born  1968 

5 

Children  born  1967 

39 

Children  born  1966 

50 

Children  born  1965 

46 

Children  born  1961-64 

121 

Others  under  16  years  . . 

14 

16 


SCHOOLS 

The  Local  Education  Authority  is  the  County  Council.  There 
are  46  Primary  Schools  (47  Departments)  and  4 Secondary  Schools 
within  the  Rural  Area. 

No  schools  within  the  area  of  the  Rural  District  were  closed  on 
account  of  infectious  diseases  during  1968. 


Water  Supply: 

Mr.  G.  G.  Thomas,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  reports 
as  follows  on  the  position  at  the  end  of  1968. 

The  general  supply  situation  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year 
was  not  as  satisfactory  as  during  the  previous  year.  It  was  necessary 
to  impose  night  restriction  on  supplies  in  the  Llanstephan  and  St. 
Clears  areas  for  several  weeks  during  the  summer  period.  To  ease  the 
problem  in  the  Meidrim  and  Newchurch  areas  local  sources  were 
brought  into  use  as  emergency  measures. 

Work  proceeded  on  the  Towy  Scheme  during  the  year  with  the 
Treatment  Works  contract  finally  being  commenced  and  the  comp- 
letion of  this  scheme  will  be  seen  in  1969.  Yet  another  year  has  passed 
without  a start  being  made  on  the  Morfa  Bychan  Scheme  at  Pendine, 
but  official  approval  to  invite  tenders  was  received  in  the  late  summer 
and  it  is  now  sure  that  work  will  commence  early  in  1969. 

Extensions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to  the  Gynin  Valley 
Scheme,  these  covering  the  villages  of  Gellywen,  Penybont  and 
Trelech.  Extensions  on  the  Llawddog  Scheme  were  also  carried  out 
at  Llanpumsaint,  Peniel  and  White  Mill  and  a further  contract  of 
long  tappings  was  also  completed. 

A total  of  101  samples  were  taken  from  various  sources  for 
analysis  these  being  32  chemical,  61  bacteriological  and  8 for  plumbo 
solvency. 

These  were  in  addition  to  the  numerous  samples  taken  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  from  the  same  schemes. 
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Dwelling  Houses  and  number  of  population  supplied  from 
Public  Water  Mains  are  as  follows: — 


Houses 

supplied 

Houses 

from 

connected 

Parish 

Standpipes 

to  mains 

Total 

Population 

Abergwili  . . ' 

Cynwyl  Elfed 

Llawddog 

Newchurch 

Llanpumsaint 

Llanllawddog 

>* 

Scheme 

Nil 

850 

o 

oo 

2720 

Abernant  . . 

9 

21 

30 

96 

Pendine 

Nil 

83 

83 

266 

Henllanfallteg 

1 

50 

51 

163 

Whitland 

Nil 

487 

487 

1558 

T relech-a  r-Betws 

Nil 

47 

47 

150 

St.  Ishmael  . . 

Nil 

418 

418 

1337 

Cilymaenllwyd 

Nil 

38 

38 

121 

Llandissilio-East 

Nil 

63 

63 

203 

Llanboidy 

\Gynnin 

Nil 

151 

151 

483 

Llanwinio 
Laughame  . . 

•< 

f Scheme 

St.  Clears  . . 

Eglwyscummin 

Llanddowror 

Western 

Nil 

1898 

1898 

6073 

Meidrim 

y Area 

Llangain 
Llangynog  . . 
Llanstephan 
Llangynin  . . 

Scheme 

Llangendeirne 

Llanarthney 

Eastern 

Llanddarog 

► Area 

20 

2803 

2823 

9033 

Llangunnor 

Llandyfaelog 

Scheme 

Total 

30 

6909 

6939 

22,203 
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Sewerage : 

Mr.  G.  G.  Thomas,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports 
as  follows  on  the  position  at  the  end  of  1968 : — 

The  scheme  for  Meidrim  was  completed  during  the  year  and  is  now 
operating  successfully.  Further  progress  was  made  on  the  Llan- 
gunnor  Scheme,  and  all  the  sewers  are  now  laid.  The  main  pumping 
station  at  Pensarn  is  also  well  advanced  and  the  Treatment  Works 
contract  at  Johnstown  has  also  been  commenced.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  major  scheme  will  be  operating  in  1969  so  that  the  temporary 
treatment  units  provided  for  the  Tre-Gynwr  Estate  can  be  superseded. 

The  extension  to  serve  the  village  of  Broadway,  Llansaint  was 
carried  out  during  the  year,  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  proceed 
with  the  extension  to  serve  the  Crychiau  area  at  Abergwili.  Further 
progress  has  been  made  on  the  Clynderwen  scheme  during  the  year 
and  it  is  hoped  to  see  this  in  operation  during  1969. 

In  spite  of  requests  to  the  Ministry  for  permission  to  proceed  with 
part  of  the  Laugharne  Scheme — namely  to  relay  the  main  sewers 
now  in  the  Corran  Brook,  such  permission  has  not  yet  been  granted. 
With  regard  to  Pendine,  agreement  with  the  Ministry  of  Defence  is 
still  awaited  regarding  the  take  over  of  the  existing  Treatment  Plant 
but  it  is  hoped  to  proceed  with  the  Upper  Pendine  proposals  during 
1969. 

In  November,  a local  investigation  was  carried  out  into  the  scheme 
for  Llangendeirne  Village  but  it  was  suggested  then  that  the  scheme 
be  enlarged  to  cater  for  Crwbin  and  possibly  Pontantwn  Villages. 
It  also  became  apparent  during  the  investigation  that  the  economic 
situation  of  the  Country  was  such  that  only  schemes  with  a high 
degree  of  urgency  from  Public  Health  or  other  standpoints,  would 
receive  consent  in  the  near  future. 

Regular  sampling  was  carried  out  of  effluents  from  all  main 
schemes  during  the  year  and  again,  with  a few  exceptions,  have  been 
within  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  River  Authority. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  following  table  summarises  the  number  of  properties  ins- 
pected during  the  year  and  the  number  found  to  be  infested 


1 (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

Type  of 

Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

220 

20 

(b)  No.  Infested  by  (i)  Rats 

207 

18 

(ii)  Mice 

10 

2 

2 (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification 

571 

198 

(b)  No.  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

331 

31 

(ii)  Mice 

82 

4 

The  Annual  ten  percent  baiting  and  the  first  maintenance  treatment 
of  the  sewer  systems  throughout  the  rural  area  were  carried  out 
during  May  and  June,  and  210  manholes  were  test  baited.  The 
second  maintenance  treatment  was  undertaken  in  November. 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  the  Council’s  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  Refuse  Disposal  Sites  and  treatments  were  carried  out 
when  necessary. 

The  Rodent  Operators  again  assisted  residents  of  the  area  generally 
in  dealing  with  complaints  concerning  ants,  flies,  bees  and  other 
insect  pests  in  their  dwellings. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIE*  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  HOUSING  OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Department, 
3 Spilman  Street, 

Carmarthen. 

September,  1969 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Carmarthen  Rural  District 

Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual  Report  on 
the  environmental  health  duties  and  housing  functions  of  the 
Department. 

It  will  be  readily  apparent,  after  digesting  the  Report,  how  varied 
are  the  duties  of  the  combined  department.  There  are  strong  advo- 
cates nowadays  in  recommending  completely  separate  Housing 
Departments,  but  it  is  too  big  a policy  decision  to  generalise  on  the 
matter.  When  one  considers  that  the  district  covers  an  area  of  over 
200,000  acres  with  a population  of  28,100  it  is  considered  that 
economy  of  manpower  is  achieved  with  the  integration  of  Housing 
and  Public  Health  as  now  prevails. 

During  the  year  the  Committee  policy  of  the  Council  was  radically 
changed  in  as  much  as  the  number  of  overall  committees  was 
reduced  from  a total  of  23  to  5.  Previously  the  Housing  Management 
Committee  had  mainly  dealt  with  items  relating  to  rent  arrears, 
notices  to  quit,  lodger  charges  and  other  relevant  details;  other 
housing  matters  were  considered  by  the  Housing  Committee. 
However,  the  Housing  Management  Committee  was  reconstituted 
in  May  and  its  functions  incorporated  all  matters  relating  to 
council  houses  once  they  are  occupied,  in  addition  to  rent  collection, 
arrears  etc.  Only  one  member  volunteered  to  be  on  this  Committee 
and  that  apparently  was  in  error!  However,  it  transpired  that  it 
became  one  of  the  happiest  and  most  fruitful  committees  that  mem- 
bers had  served  upon.  It  is  an  established  fact,  that  the  happier  the 
environment  of  work,  whether  it  be  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
Committee  Room  or  in  the  office,  it  is  moreconducive  to  harmonious 
working  and  progressive  efficiency.  Policy  making  and  the  implemen- 
tation of  decisions  under  such  an  atmosphere  can  only  be  of  benefit 
eventually  to  all  the  tenants  under  the  Council’s  control. 
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The  Tre-Gynwr  development,  in  so  far  as  the  dwelling  units  are 
concerned,  was  completed  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  239 
dwellings,  made  up  as  follows: — 119  three  bedroom  houses;  32  two 
bedroom  houses;  2 three  bedroom  bungalows;  52  two  bedroom 
bungalows;  34  one  bedroom  bungalows.  The  layout  of  the  Estate 
incorporates  provision  for  a Mini-Market,  Sub-Post  Office  and  a 
Community  Centre,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  essential  further 
development  can  be  expedited  in  the  forthcoming  year. 

Due  to  pressure  of  work  and  staff  problems  it  is  regretted  that 
this  Report  has  been  published  later  than  usual.  It  is  not  proposed 
in  this  preface,  to  comment  further  on  the  various  aspects  of  the 
work,  but  the  reader’s  attention  is  drawn  to  the  comments  made 
under  the  respective  headings. 

I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  to  the 
clerical  and  other  staff  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Depart- 
ment upon  whom  falls  the  day  to  day  routine  work;  also  to  the 
staff  of  other  departments  and  laboratories  for  their  co-operation  at 
all  times.  Finally  I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council,  and 
in  particular  the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Management  Committee 
(Councillor  H.  L.  Williams)  for  their  continued  support  and  co- 
operation and  their  courtesy  at  all  times. 

I remain, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

GETHIN  THOMAS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Housing  Officer 
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HOUSING 

COUNCIL  HOUSE  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Tre-Gynwr  Development,  in  so  far  as  house  erection  was 
concerned,  was  completed  during  the  year  with  the  building  of  26 
three  bedroom  and  9 two  bedroom  houses.  As  mentioned  in  the 
previous  report,  the  estate  comprises  of  239  dwellings  made  up  as 
follows: — 119  three  bedroom  houses,  32  two  bedroom  houses,  2 
three  bedroom  bungalows,  52  two  bedroom  bungalows,  and  34 
one  bedroom  bungalows.  The  Council  have  prepared  plans  for  the 
provision  of  a shopping  centre  on  the  estate  but  to  date  no  work  has 
commenced  on  the  erection  of  the  centre.  There  is  certainly  a demand 
for  this,  particularly  to  cater  for  the  shopping  needs  of  the  elderly 
residents.  It  is  envisaged  that  a sub-post  office  will  be  provided  in 
relation  to  the  shopping  centre,  which  again  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  ‘senior  citizens’  in  particular,  and  also  relieve  the  resident 
warden  of  the  necessity  of  having  to  travel  to  Carmarthen  to  collect 
pensions  and  allowances  for  certain  elderly  tenants.  It  is  therefore 
hoped  that  the  construction  of  this  centre  can  commence  in  the  very 
near  future. 

The  only  other  development  during  the  year  was  the  erection  of 
one  two  bedroom  bungalow  at  Meinciau. 
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HOUSING  TENANCIES 

35  houses  (26  three  bedrooms,  9 two  bedrooms)  and  1 bungalow 
(2  bedroom)  were  erected  and  occupied  during  the  year.  In  addition 
100  vacancies  on  existing  estates  were  tenanted  as  follows: — 3 one 
bedroom  bungalows;  11  two  bedroom  bungalows;  5 two  bedroom 
flats;  5 two  bedroom  houses;  73  three  bedroom  houses  and  3 four 
bedroom  houses.  Therefore  a total  of  136  applicants  were  rehoused 
on  new  and  existing  estates  in  1968.  This  compares  with  276  for  the 
previous  period.  This  figure  is  considerably  lower  than  for  the 
previous  year  due  primarily  to  the  completion  of  the  Tre-Gynwr 
Estate  in  that  particular  year. 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

No.  of  Dwellings 

1034 

1041 

1065 

1079 

1095 

1197 

1232 

1281 

1491 

1527 

No.  of  Re-lets 

45 

39 

55 

78 

60 

40 

70 

54 

55 

100 

% Rate 

4.3% 

3.7  % 

5.1% 

7.2% 

5.4% 

3.3% 

5.6% 

4.2% 

3.7% 

6.5% 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  percentage  of  relets 
has  increased  considerably  and  this  is  due  to  the  very  high  comp- 
arative percentage  on  the  Tre-Gynwr  Estate  (13.8  %),  which  as  can  be 
seen,  greatly  exceeds  the  percentage  average  relets  for  the  total 
number  of  council  dwellings.  Of  course,  the  primary  reason  for  this 
may  be  due  to  the  higher  rents  charged  on  this  estate  because  of 
its  proximity  to  the  town  and  the  additional  amenities  provided. 
Some  of  the  families  in  the  lower  income  groups  find  that  this  rent  is 
beyond  their  means.  It  is  also  of  interest  to  note  that  the  number  of 
relets  last  year,  which  totalled  100,  is  now  a higher  figure  than  the 
number  of  new  dwellings  on  average  provided  over  the  years.  This 
means  that  the  Council  can  in  future  anticipate  a number  of  houses 
available  for  relet  every  year  which  will  be  a very  valuable  contri- 
bution for  rehousing  families  from  the  general  waiting  lists. 

The  Council  also  dealt  with  a total  of  52  transfer  of  tenancies  and 
the  reasons  for  the  various  transfers  are  as  tabulated  below: — 

Transfer  between  Authorities  . . 1 

Transfer  to  other  sites  . . 15 

Transfer  on  same  sites  . . 16 

Transfer  following  death  of  stat- 
utory tenant  . . . . 16 

Transfer  for  domestic  reasons  . . 3 

Transfer  following  re-marriage  . . 1 

The  Council  during  the  year  dealt  with  the  delicate  problem  of  the 
under-occupation  of  4 bedroom  council  houses.  It  was  decided, 
after  considerable  thought  and  discussion,  that  where  these  houses 
are  under-occupied,  that  the  tenants  concerned,  should  be  asked  to 
move  to  smaller  accommodation  so  that  tenants  with  large  families 
in  existing  houses  or  in  private  houses  could  move  to  accommodation 
better  suited  for  their  needs.  The  total  number  of  4 bedroom  houses 
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within  the  area  is  22  and  of  this  number  7 were  under-occupied. 
Two  transfers  were  arranged  during  the  year.  The  department, 
in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  wishes,  endeavoured  to  do  their 
utmost  to  ensure  that  no  undue  distress  would  be  caused  to  existing 
tenants  when  trying  to  persuade  them  to  move  to  smaller  accomm- 
odation. It  was  decided  that  no  compulsion  should  be  used  to  move 
any  tenant  but  on  the  other  hand  the  Housing  Management  Comm- 
ittee were  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  fullest  use  must  be  made  of  the 
limited  number  available,  of  the  larger  council  houses. 

During  1964  the  Council  completed  a scheme  at  Pontyates  and 
Carway  for  the  provision  of  100  houses  for  immigrant  miners  to 
Cynheidre  Colliery.  These  houses  have  never  been  fully  occupied 
by  the  National  Coal  Board  and  at  the  year-end  the  position  was  as 
follows: — 

No.  of  N.C.B.  houses  tenanted  by  N.C.B.  Nominees  . . 40 
No.  of  N.C.B.  houses  tenanted  by  R.D.C.  Nominees  . . 52 
No.  of  Vacant  Houses  . . . . . . . . 8 

A large  proportion  of  the  department’s  time  has  been  taken  in 
supervising  these  estates  at  Maesywern,  Carway,  and  Maesglas, 
Pontyates.  In  the  early  stages  of  occupation  the  applicants  were  not 
vetted,  but  in  the  latter  years  the  Council  have  insisted  on  a satis- 
factory report  in  respect  of  the  National  Coal  Board’s  nominee. 
I have  received  excellent  co-operation  from  the  various  Authorities 
where  the  applicants  resided.  This  has  helped  to  reduce  the  Council’s 
problems  both  in  respect  of  management  and  rent  control  regarding 
the  nominees  who  have  occupied  the  houses  in  the  last  year  or  so. 

HOUSING  WAITING  LIST 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  there  were  815  applicants 
registered  with  the  department.  Of  this  number  362  were  resident 
within  the  Rural  District  and  453  living  outside  the  rural  area.  The 
Council  continued  its  policy  whereby  any  applicant  resident  within 
the  area  is  able  to  apply  for  a house  on  any  site  within  the  Rural 
District,  whereas  previously  the  policy  was  a waiting  list  on  a parish 
basis. 

Due  to  the  Council’s  policy  of  constructing  the  greater  proportion 
of  new  dwellings  to  cater  for  the  needs  of  the  elderly,  an  increasing 
number  of  elderly  persons  are  therefore  naturally  included  in  the 
waiting  list.  It  is  envisaged  that  the  proportion  in  this  category,  will 
increase  within  the  next  few  years. 

The  selection  of  tenants  is  primarily  based  on  a ‘points  scheme’  in 
conjunction  with  other  special  merits,  and  this  has  worked  satis- 
factorily over  the  period.  However,  in  the  light  of  changing  circum- 
stances and  the  particular  type  of  applicants,  the  Council  will 
probably  have  to  review  the  structure  of  the  ‘points  scheme’  within 
the  next  year  or  so. 
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HOUSING  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 

It  is  my  experience,  and  also  that  of  the  staff  of  the 
department,  that  it  is  more  satisfying  and  rewarding  to  deal 
with  applications  and  other  housing  matters  where  elderly 
persons  are  involved,  because  they  appear  to  be  more  thankful 
and  appreciative  of  the  various  services  and  rehousing  facilities 
provided  by  the  Council,  than  are  persons  of  a younger 
generation.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  older  people 
are  more  acutely  aware  of  the  deprivations  and  hardships 
of  their  younger  days,  whereas,  to  many  of  the  younger  people,  this 
is  just  history  that  they  have  read  or  have  been  told  about.  Contrary 
to  popular  belief,  it  is  my  opinion  that  elderly  people  are  not  as 
‘cantankerous’  as  they  are  often  made  out  to  be  and  this  is  borne  out 
by  the  department’s  experience  with  regards  to  housing  and  welfare 
work  in  this  particular  field. 

It  is  now  over  ten  years  since  the  Council  commenced  erecting 
specially  adapted  bungalows  for  the  aged  and  in  that  period  the 
type  of  accommodation  provided  has  altered  appreciably.  In  1958 
it  was  considered  sufficient  just  to  provide  minor  adaptions  to  the 
normal  type  of  bungalow  such  as  position  of  switches  and  power 
points,  hand-rails  to  baths,  height  of  bedroom  window  cills  and  other 
minor  details. 

The  total  number  of  bungalows  provided  in  the  Rural  District 
is  now  249  of  which  205  have  been  specially  adapted  for  aged  persons. 
It  is  an  established  fact  that  the  proportion  of  elderly  people  in  the 
community  will  be  considerably  increased  in  the  next  decade  and 
particularly  so  in  rural  areas.  The  Council  is  aware  of  the  problem 
of  rehousing  aged  persons  in  the  area,  together  with  the  provision 
of  a warden  service  to  cater  for  their  general  welfare.  This  is  the 
second  year  of  operation  of  the  warden  service  at  Tre-Gynwr,  where 
the  Council  have  provided  34  one  bedroom  bungalows  specially 
adapted  for  the  aged  and  also  52  specially  adapted  two-bedroom 
bungalows,  some  of  which  are  occupied  by  aged  persons. 

The  warden’s  scheme  on  the  whole  has  functioned  very  satis- 
factorily and  efficiently.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  Warden  herself 
for  the  tactful  manner  in  which  she  has  approached  her  respons- 
ibilities. It  is  very  difficult,  as  the  Council  is  aware,  to  enforce  very 
strict  conditions  of  duties,  because  in  a post  of  this  nature,  much  of 
the  work  has  to  be  left  to  the  initiative  of  the  person  responsible  and 
it  is  therefore  essential  that  the  right  type  of  person  is  appointed 
to  the  post.  The  general  concensus  of  opinion  from  the  elderly 
residents  is  that  they  are  very  pleased  with  this  service.  When  giving 
praise  to  the  service  itself,  one  must  of  course  recognise  the  fact  that 
praise  should  also  be  extended  to  the  ‘senior  citizens’  resident  in 
these  bungalows,  for  not  abusing  this  service.  How  gratifying  it  is  to 
find  that  a number  want  to  be  of  service,  rather  than  be  served.  The 
Inter-Communication  Call  System,  is  certainly  a great  beneficial 
aid  in  a service  of  this  nature  and  of  course  obviates  too  many 
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visits  by  the  warden  to  the  tenants  concerned,  particularly  the  ones 
who  are  not  in  need  of  assistance. 

The  Council  made  preparations  during  the  year  for  the  extension 
of  the  warden  service  and  with  this  end  in  view  a Supervisor  was 
appointed  for  the  Bryn  Siloh  site,  Carway,  where  the  bungalows  have 
been  provided  with  the  Communical  Alarm  System.  In  each  bunga- 
low on  this  site,  occupied  by  aged  persons,  three  pull-switch  cords 
are  strategically  placed  throughout  the  bungalow.  If  the  tenant 
suffers  an  accident  or  is  in  need  of  assistance,  he  or  she  pulls  the 
cord,  which  operates  a beacon  strategically  placed  on  the  outside  of 
the  bungalow  and  a warning  light  is  flashed  at  regular  intervals.  In 
conjunction  with  this,  an  audible  alarm  is  released  in  the  supervisor’s 
bungalow.  It  is  not  the  intention  for  the  supervisor  to  visit  each 
bungalow  as  a matter  of  routine,  but  his  primary  function  is  to  be 
on  hand,  whenever  possible,  particularly  so  during  the  hours  of 
darkness,  so  that  he  can  go  to  the  aid  of  any  aged  tenant  who  may  be 
in  distress.  It  is  eventually  hoped  that  each  aged  person’s  estate  will 
be  provided  with  a ‘supervisor’  type  of  service  and  under  the  control 
of  a mobile  warden  in  that  particular  locality  or  parish.  It  will  be  the 
mobile  warden’s  responsibility  to  visit  other  nominated  estates  in 
her  care,  to  visit  the  aged  persons  concerned  and  to  received  reports 
from  the  supervisors.  This  work  will  have  to  be  phased  over  a period. 
The  probable  advent  though,  of  a shilling  Television  Licence  for 
people  resident  in  sheltered  accommodation  may  force  the  Council 
to  extend  this  service  sooner  than  was  originally  anticipated. 

HOUSING  FOR  THE  HANDICAPPED 

The  Council  further  pursued  its  policy  of  building  specially  adapted 
bungalows  for  the  benefit  of  handicapped  persons.  Two  bungalows 
were  nearing  completion  during  the  year  at  Carway  and  Trevaughan. 
Detailed  consultations  took  place  between  the  Engineer’s  Department 
and  what  is  most  important,  with  the  handicapped  persons  or  their 
families,  regarding  the  type  of  adaptations  that  should  be  under- 
taken. Joint  consultation  in  this  matter  has  proved  of  great  benefit, 
both  to  the  Council  and  the  persons  concerned. 

In  both  of  the  bungalows  it  is  the  Council’s  intention  to  transfer 
handicapped  persons  who  are  now  resident  in  existing  council 
houses.  Certain  modifications  were  carried  out  to  these  particular 
dwellings  but  there  is  a limit  to  the  amount  of  adaptations  that 
can  be  executed  to  the  structure,  particularly  with  non-traditional 
dwellings.  Therefore,  it  is  adviseable  where  a severe  handicap 
exists  that  a new  dwelling  be  specially  adapted  for  the  purpose.  It  is 
hoped,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  that  the  difference 
in  cost  between  an  ordinary  bungalow  and  the  specially  adapted  one, 
will  be  re-imbursed  by  the  County  Welfare  Committee  of  the  County 
Council. 

The  Council  have  continued  the  work  of  providing  adaptations, 
mainly  of  a minor  character,  to  the  houses  of  other  handicapped 
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tenants  resident  on  Council  estates.  This  has  included  the  provision 
of  handrails  in  strategic  positions,  both  inside  and  outside  the 
dwellings,  provision  of  ramps  instead  of  steps  and  other  suitable 
modifications.  One  is  apt  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  it  is  not  only 
the  handicapped  person  that  benefits  from  these  modifications,  but 
just  as  important  is  the  great  benefit  derived  by  the  person  or  persons 
who  look  after  the  handicapped. 

HOMELESS  AND  PROBLEM  FAMILIES 

During  the  year  Brithdir,  Cefneithin,  a private  house  acquired  by 
the  Council  was  kept  vacant  for  the  rehousing  of  any  homeless 
families.  This  arrangement  was  undertaken  in  co-operation  with  the 
County  Welfare  Committee  and  during  the  period  under  review  it 
certainly  proved  its  usefulness.  An  emergency  occurred  when  a 
bungalow  at  Porthyrhyd  was  gutted  by  fire  and  due  to  this  provision, 
the  family  was  in  a matter  of  hours,  able  to  be  rehoused  in  this 
particular  property.  Subsequently  a Council  House  became  vacant  at 
Porthyrhyd  and  the  family  was  transferred.  Of  course,  it  is  always 
stressed  to  tenants  who  move  in  under  these  particular  circumstances, 
that  the  rehousing  is  only  for  a temporary  period  and  that  when 
suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  they  will  be  transferred  either  to 
a Council  house  or  to  dwellings  for  which  they  have  made  their  own 
arrangements.  The  obvious  reasoning  behind  this  is  that  the  property 
will  then  again  be  available  for  any  other  family  who  might  be 
placed  in  a similar  predicament.  One  must  always  be  on  guard  in 
case  a family  rehoused  for  a supposedly  temporary  period,  becomes 
so  comfortable  in  their  accommodation,  that  they  are  very  reluctant 
to  move. 

HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 

All  housing  matters,  with  the  exception  of  the  collection  of  rents 
and  the  execution  of  works  of  repair  or  improvement,  is  undertaken 
by  the  department.  Due  to  shortage  of  labour  a number  of  difficulties 
arose  during  the  year  regarding  the  speedy  execution  of  repair  work 
and  it  was  a matter  of  regret  that  the  waiting  period  on  average  for 
general  repairs  was  at  least  3 months.  It  is  realised  of  course  that  a 
number  of  Authorities  have  a waiting  period  for  repairs  in  excess  of 
this,  but  nevertheless,  prior  to  this  period,  repairs  had  been  dealt 
with  more  expeditiously.  A new  Superintendent  of  Works  was 
appointed  and  commenced  his  duties  in  April.  The  Council  is  fully 
aware  of  the  shortage  of  manpower  in  the  housing  maintenance 
section  but  the  appointment  of  additional  craftsmen  and  labourers 
has  been  deferred  for  the  time  being.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year,  the  Council  established  a Work  Study  department  with  the 
appointment  of  a Work  Study  Officer  and  appropriate  staff.  It  is 
anticipated  that  towards  the  latter  period  of  1969  work  can  be 
applied  to  the  housing  maintenance  section  and  that  is  the  reason  for 
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the  decision  to  defer  the  appointment  of  additional  labour  in  the 
Housing  Maintenance  Section.  However,  if  the  completion  of  the 
Work  Study  report  on  housing  maintenance  will  be  unduly  delayed 
then  suitable  measures  will  have  to  be  introduced  regarding  the 
speedier  execution  of  repairs.  Nothing  irritates  tenants  more  and  of 
course  the  local  members  in  particular,  when  small  items  of  repair 
are  outstanding  for  a considerable  period. 

So  much  has  been  written  about  and  discussed  regarding  the 
social  and  welfare  aspect  of  Council  tenants  that  sometimes  there  is 
a tendency  to  present  a very  distorted  picture  of  circumstances  as 
they  actually  exist.  Social  workers  in  various  fields  do  a tremendous 
amount  of  excellent  work.  However,  they  approach  the  problem 
initially  from  the  point  of  view  of  particular  problem  families  or 
groups  of  families  in  certain  categories.  When  one  views  the  situation 
overall,  in  its  right  perspective,  commencing  with  all  Council  tenants 
as  such,  it  is  soon  apparent  to  all  workers  in  this  field  that  problems 
really  are  very  small  indeed,  in  relation  to  the  total  number.  The 
vast  majority  of  the  Council’s  tenants  are  very  good  in  regard  to 
rent  payments  and  the  manner  in  which  they  care  for  their  houses 
and  gardens;  some  estates  in  particular  are  a pleasure  to  visit. 

A difficult  problem  that  the  department  has  to  deal  with  is  the 
question  of  continuous  complaints  regarding  dogs  on  council  estates 
and  this  arises  mainly  in  the  growing  season,  when  gardens  are 
fouled  and  damaged  by  dogs.  It  is  a matter  for  some  concern  because 
it  is  a very  difficult  problem  to  adequately  control.  It  is  appreciated 
that  there  is  nothing  more  annoying  to  a tenant  who  has  taken 
pride  in  the  cultivation  of  his  garden,  than  to  see  it  trampled  all 
over  by  large  dogs. 

Various  minor  improvements  have  been  undertaken  to  a number 
of  council  houses  and  a large  scale  improvement  scheme  is  contem- 
plated to  six  per-war  houses  situated  at  Heol  Tabernacle,  Cefneithin. 
In  addition  to  this  the  Council  have  embarked  on  a progressive 
scheme  for  the  provision  of  partial  central  heating  and  the  replace- 
ment of  defective  fire-grates  in  52  specially  adapted  aged  persons 
bungalows  on7estates.This  involves  thesubstitutionof  acombination 
type  grate  (top-oven)  with  a Rayburn  Princess  inset-grate  together 
with  the  provision  of  two  radiators.  This  is  a boon  and  a real  amenity 
to  these  particular  bungalows,  which  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
tenant’s  concerned. 

HOUSING  IMPROVEMENTS 

Improvement  grant  schemes  still  form  a large  and  important  part 
of  the  work  of  the  department.  The  Council  are  keen  that  the  public 
should  derive  the  maximum  benefit  from  their  homes  and  house 
improvement  has  long  been  encouraged  and  helped  by  the  Council. 
One  of  the  pleasant  aspects  of  the  department’s  duties,  is  to  take  part 
in  improvement  schemes,  by  help  and  advice  and  subsequently  to 
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see  how  the  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is  being  contin- 
ually raised.  The  success  of  the  scheme  is  principally  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  co-operation  between  the  Engineer’s  and  Public  Health 
Department  is  excellent.  Applicants  are  first  visited  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  the  district  concerned,  who  discusses  the 
scheme  in  detail  with  the  applicant  and  suggests  any  amendments, 
modifications  or  improvements  that  may  be  required.  The  property 
is  then  visited  by  a Committee  comprising  of  the  Housing  Chairman, 
the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  a representative  of  the  Engineer’s 
Department.  The  department  is  again  indebted  to  the  Housing  Chair- 
man who  has  put  in  a tremendous  amount  of  work  in  visiting  all 
improvement  grant  schemes  in  the  area.  The  close  of  the  year  showed 
a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  applications  for  improvement 
grants  due  to  the  fact  that  the  government  has  announced  its 
intention  to  increase  the  amount  of  grant  available  and  otherwise 
to  modify  and  further  improve  the  scheme.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
new  £1,000  grant  will  have  the  effect  of  condiserably  increasing  the 
number  of  grant  applications  and  consequently  the  number  of 
houses  which  are  improved. 

An  important  effect  of  improvement  grants  is  that  families  are 
provided  with  modern  amenities  in  the  environment  in  which  they 
already  find  themselves,  without  the  necessity  of  having  to  move  to 
fresh  districts  to  find  such  amenities.  It  appears  that  the  remaining 
obstacle  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  house  improvements  is 
that  of  finance.  The  allocation  of  more  money  for  the  purchase  and 
improvement  of  old  houses  by  owner/occupiers  would  do  much  to 
remedy  this  situation.  An  added  incentive  would  also  be  the  power 
to  make  charging  orders  on  premises,  thus  allowing  old  age  pension- 
ers to  enjoy  modern  amenities.  The  capital  invested  in  their  present 
housing  accommodation  could  thus  be  used  to  improve  the  property, 
setting  it  off  against  the  estate  of  the  house.  Such  improvements 
would  go  a long  way  to  abolishing  a number  of  unfit  houses,  not 
only  in  this  district,  but  also  in  other  parts  of  the  country  as  well. 

The  table  below  details  the  number  of  grant-aided  improvement 
schemes  completed  and  the  figures  adequately  illustrate  the  wonder- 
ful record  in  this  field. 


Details  of  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants  to  31/12/68 


Type  of 
Grant 

Number  of  Dwell- 
ings Improved 

Amount  Paid 
in  Grant 

Average  Grant 
per  house 

Owner 

Occupied 

Tenanted 

Discretionary 

897 

508 

£448,378/5/5 

£319/2/7 

Standard 

204 

81 

£39,414/9/8 

£138/6/0 

1101 

589 

Total 

1690 

£487,792/15/1 

£288/12/8 
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UNFIT  HOUSES 

The  type  of  unfit  houses  that  concerns  the  department  are  mainly 
the  detached  house  or  cottage  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  deal 
with  them  as  expeditiously  as  possible  depending  on  the  prevailing 
rehousing  opportunities  in  particular  areas  where  they  are  situated. 

During  the  year  10  houses  were  represented  to  the  Council  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957.  The  Council  accepted  proposals  for 
the  repair  and  improvements  of  7 houses  and  also  3 undertakings 
not  to  re-let.  Six  Closing  Orders  and  two  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  in  accordance  with  Section  17,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

A total  of  1 1 families  comprising  49  persons  were  re-housed  from 
unfit  houses.  In  addition  one  family  comprising  4 persons  was  re- 
housed from  a house  which  was  completely  gutted  as  a result  of 
extensive  fire  damage. 

Three  dwellings  were  demolished  during  the  year.  One  of  these 
dwellings  was  demolished  as  a result  of  a road  widening  scheme. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  issued  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 
FOOD  HYGIENE 

A total  of  525  visits  were  made  to  registered  and  other  food 
premises  in  the  area,  the  details  of  which  are  shown  in  the  table 
appended  below : — 


Type  of  Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Visits 

Complied 
with  Regu- 
lation 16 
(wash  hand 
basins)  No. 

Regulation 
19  Applic- 
able 

Complied 
with  Reg- 
ulation 19 
(food  wash- 
ing equip- 
ment) No. 

Butchers  Shops  including 
Preserved  Meat  Premises 

22 

86 

21 

22 

22 

Wholesale  Meat  Premises 

2 

30 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

35 

69 

33 

35 

35 

Bakehouses 

10 

24 

10 

10 

10 

Grocers  and  General 
Provisions 

222 

152 

116 

107 

107 

Ice-Cream  Premises 
(Registered) 

122 

48 

122 

122 

122 

Ice-Cream  Factories 
(Registered) 

2 

17 

2 

2 

2 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

5 

31 

5 

5 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

91 

36 

83 

89 

87 

Cheese  Processing  Fact- 
ories 

1 

22 

1 

1 

1 

Poultry  Processing  Plants 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

513 

525 

396 

396 

394 

71  contraventions  were  found  during  the  period,  the  majority  of 
which  were  rectified.  As  has  been  previously  mentioned,  most  of  the 
work  in  connection  with  food  hygiene  is  mainly  of  an  advisory 
nature.  Even  though  we  are  armed  with  the  powers  contained  in  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regul- 
ations, 1960,  education  and  persuasion  continues  to  be  the  main 
weapon  used  to  improve  unsatisfactory  conditions.  Of  course,  if 
this  fails  one  has  to  resort  to  the  legislation  at  one’s  disposal  and  the 
Council  have  demonstrated  their  insistence  on  a high  food  hygiene 
standard  in  premises,  by  successfully  prosecuting  the  occupier  of  a 
food  premises,  for  non-compliance  with  the  regulations. 
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The  public  can  do  a great  deal  to  improve  unhygienic  conditions 
in  food  premises.  They  have  a more  effective  weapon  at  their  dis- 
posal than  that  available  to  Local  Authorities  administering  the 
regulations  i.e.  they  can  refuse  to  trade  in  unsatisfactory  premises. 
Nothing  hurts  more  than  the  financial  impact  and  if  the  food  trader 
was  aware  that  his  turnover  was  considerably  reduced  because  of 
his  premises  or  the  unhygienic  way  in  which  he  was  conducting 
his  business,  it  would  be  an  added  incentive,  if  he  needed  one,  to 
improve  his  methods  of  handling  food  and  also  to  improve  the 
structural  fittings  in  the  premises.  Good  hygiene  has  been  amply 
proved  to  be  good  business.  In  the  realm  of  food  hygiene,  the  Public 
Health  Inspector,  of  necessity,  has  to  devote  more  time  to  the 
unsatisfactory  trader  and  as  such  his  impression  of  food  traders  may 
possibly  be  clouded  by  the  small  minority  of  bad  traders  which  he 
encounters.  Looking  at  it  in  its  right  perspective,  however,  it  must  be 
mentioned  that  the  great  majority  of  food  handlers  and  food  traders 
within  the  district  are  well  aware  of  their  duties  under  the  various 
Acts  and  Regulations.  In  a number  of  cases  food  hygiene  standards 
in  premises,  fittings  and  fixtures  are  quite  often  in  excess  of  the 
statutory  requirements. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY 
VEHICLES)  REGULATIONS,  1966 

The  Regulations  to  control  the  hygienic  conditions  of  mobile 
food  vehicles  and  stalls  have  a special  importance  in  the  Council’s 
area,  as  mobile  grocers,  bakers  and  butchers  are  essential  in  the 
truly  rural  parts  of  the  Council’s  district  at  all  times  of  the  year.  In 
summer,  these  vans  are  of  even  greater  importance,  as  a large  num- 
ber of  families  in  caravans,  chalets  and  tents  derive  their  ipeals 
from  food  vans.  Ice  cream  vans  are  particularly  busy  and  account 
for  half  of  the  total.  The  majority  of  these  vehicles  operate  from  two 
ice  cream  factories  at  Pendine  and  St.  Clears  and  a retail  agency  of  a 
national  firm  at  St.  Clears.  Good  progress  has  been  made  in  en- 
suring compliance  with  the  regulations.  At  the  close  of  the  year  most 
of  the  vehicles  were  equipped  with  sinks  and  wash  hand  basins, 
together  with  provision  for  hot  water.  Sinks  have  been  installed  in 
existing  vans  in  addition  to  the  wash  hand  basins  already  in  position 
and  all  new  vans  delivered  have  both  facilities  as  an  integral  part  of 
the  equipment.  Experience  has  shown  that  vehicles  equipped  with 
water  heating  equipment  from  the  engine  cooling  system,  are  far 
superior  to  those  which  rely  on  insulated  containers  filled  with 
hot  water  without  further  heating.  With  the  latter  method,  insuffi- 
cient hot  water  can  be  stored  so  as  to  comply  with  the  regulations 
and  invariably  water  is  often  cold  after  several  hours. 

A major  defect  of  the  regulations  is  Regulation  12  dealing  with 
temperature  control  of  certain  foodstuffs  containing  meat,  fish, 
gravy,  imitation  cream  etc.  This  is  especially  important  in  the 
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Council’s  area  during  the  summer,  when  caravanners  are  looking  for 
quick  meals,  pies,  pasties,  cooked  meat  and  cream  cakes  are  in 
popular  demand.  Such  products  have  often  travelled  long  distances 
in  wholesale  vans  and  are  then  transferred  to  mobile  retail  vans 
without  any  refrigeration  having  been  used,  and  with  the  atmospheric 
temperature  over  70°F.  As  the  regulation  stands,  if  the  maximum 
time  permitted  is  taken,  it  is  quite  possible  that  such  products  could 
be  kept  at  a temperature  of  70° — 80°F.  for  many  hours  without  any 
control  being  possible,  as  several  hours  each  could  elapse  in  first 
the  wholesale  van,  then  the  depot  and  lastly  the  retail  van.  Further 
time  can  be  claimed  because  the  products  could  be  held  to  be  exposed 
for  sale  anywhere  in  the  mobile  van.  While  such  an  ambiguous 
regulation  is  in  force  no  mobile  food  retailer  can  afford  to  provide  the 
necessary  cooling  equipment  whilst  his  competitors  are  without. 
The  exemptions  in  the  regulations  should  be  abolished  thus  making 
it  necessary  for  all  foods  covered  by  the  regulation  to  be  temperature 
controlled  at  all  times  up  to  the  point  where  it  is  actually  given  into 
the  customers  possession. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  following  table,  indicates  the  type  of  food-stuffs,  together  with 
the  quantity  which  were  examined  during  the  year  and  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  does  not  include  meat  and  offal 
condemned  as  unfit  at  the  five  private  abattoirs  within  the  Council’s 
district: — 


Meat  at  Wholesale  premises 

. . 1928*  lbs 

Meat  at  Retail  Shops 

172F  lbs 

Cooked  Meat  and  meat  products 

12*  lbs 

Canned  Meats  . . 

1563  lbs 

Other  Canned  Foods 

14  lbs 

Frozen  Foods  . . 

..  345  lbs 

It  is  obviously  impossible  for  public  health  inspectors  to  make 
very  frequent  detailed  examination  of  all  tinned  products  in  all  the 
food  premises  in  the  area.  Therefore,  the  department,  to  a large 
extent,  relies  on  food  traders,  if  there  is  any  doubt  about  any  article 
of  food,  whether  tinned  or  otherwise,  to  contact  the  department. 
In  particular,  members  of  the  consuming  public  and  food  traders  are 
advised  to  be  particularly  careful  regarding  the  sale  or  purchase  of 
any  damaged  cans,  because  the  product  could  be  adversely  affected 
due  to  the  possibility  of  the  seams  being  damaged.  The  majority  of 
the  products  condemned  as  unfit  in  the  above  table  were  examined 
at  the  request  of  the  retailers  or  wholesalers  concerned. 
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PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The  five  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  in  the  rural  district  were 
in  operation  throughout  the  year.  All  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
abottoirs  were  inspected  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations,  1963.  No  meat  is  allowed  to  be  removed  from  a 
slaughterhouse  for  human  consumption  unless  it  has  been  inspected 
by  a Public  Health  Inspector,  passed  by  him  and  marked  with  an 
official  indentifying  stamp.  Power  is  available  for  local  authorities 
to  formally  control  the  hours  of  slaughter  but  as  yet  it  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  do  so.  This  has  been  achieved  informally  through 
the  co-operation  of  the  butchers  concerned.  A total  number  of  559 
visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouses  during  the  year  and  the 
following  table  gives  the  number  of  animals  inspected. 


Cattle  (excluding  cows)  641 

Cows  . . . . . . 60 

Calves  . . . . . . . . 6376 

Sheep  and  Lambs  . . . . . . 3424 

Pigs  . . . . . . . . 436 

Goats  . . 4 


It  is  just  as  important,  if  not  more  so,  that  the  hygienic  standard 
in  the  slaughterhouse  and  in  particular  the  personal  hygiene  of 
the  slaughermen  should  at  least  be  equal  to  that  displayed  in  the 
butcher’s  shops  itself  where  the  meat  is  on  display  to  the  public. 
Unfortunately,  on  accasions,  one  comes  across  a breed  of  slaughter- 
man who  pays  scant  regard  to  personal  hygiene  in  so  far  as  meat 
production  is  concerned.  However,  when  structural  improvements 
and  satisfactory  facilities  are  provided  in  the  abattoir  this  is  more 
conducive  to  good  personal  hygiene  compared  to  the  unsatisfactory 
buildings  in  which  slaughtering  used  to  take  place  in  the  past. 

Since  the  1st  November,  1968,  the  use  of  a wiping  cloth  for  the 
wiping  down  of  any  carcase  or  offal  has  been  expressly  forbidden  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene) 
Amendment  Regulations,  1966.  Prior  to  this  date  slaughtermen  in 
the  five  abottoirs  controlled  by  the  council  had  been  using  suitable 
water-sprays  for  washing  the  carcases  and  the  appearance  of  the 
carcases  were  enhanced  as  a result. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1954 

There  were  1 1 licences  for  slaughtermen  in  force  during  the  year. 
These  licences  remain  in  operation  for  a maximum  period  of  three 
years, 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  amount  of  carcases  and  offal 
inspected  and  condemned  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  the 
Slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year: — 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Number  killed 

641 

60 

6376 

3424 

436 

4 

Number  inspected  . . 

641 

60 

6376 

3424 

436 

4 

i Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

Nil 

16 

3 

1 

Nil 

All  diseases 
EXCEPT 
Tubercul- 
osis and 
Cysticerci 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  con- 

demned 

320 

31 

7 

569 

16 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  or 
Cysticerci 

49.92% 

51.66% 

0.11% 

16.61% 

3.67% 

25% 

Tubercul- 

osis 

ONLY 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  con- 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  c 
spected  affe 
culosis 

)f  the  number  in- 
cted  with  Tuber- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticer- 

cosis 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  con- 

demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

40 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  sub- 
mitted for 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and 
totally  con- 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  amount  of  Meat  and  Offal  condemned  at  slaughterhouses — 
2 tons  1 8cwts.  36^1bs, 
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ICE  CREAM— MANUFACTURING  AND  RETAIL  PREMISES 

There  are  2 premises  registered  within  the  district  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream  and  also  122  premises  which  are  specifically 
registered  for  the  purpose  of  retail  sale  only.  A total  number  of  37 
visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises  to  ensure  that  they  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  the  Ice- 
Cream  Heat  Treatment,  etc.,  Regulations,  1959  and  1963.  The 
regulations  provide  certain  requirements  as  to  the  production, 
storage  and  temperature  of  the  products  together  with  the  hygienic 
condition  of  the  premises.  Appended  is  a table  showing  the  number 
of  samples  taken  during  the  year  with  the  provisional  grades.  The 
samples  falling  into  Grades  1 and  2 indicate  a satisfactory  hygiene 
standard  whereas  samples  falling  within  Grades  3 and  4 are  indicative 
of  faulty  hygiene  at  some  stage  of  manufacture,  distribution,  or  sale 
which  requires  further  investigation  by  the  department. 

The  results  of  the  ice  cream  samples  are  as  follows : — 


! 

Grade 

No.  of  Samples 

1 

17 

2 

— 

3 

— 

4 

— 

Sampling  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  is  only  undertaken  for 
the  bacteriological  and  hygienic  control  of  the  product;  quality 
is  sampling  undertaken  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
of  the  Carmarthenshire  County  Council. 

In  addition  2 samples  of  iced-lollies  and  water-ices  were  sampled 
and  both  were  satisfactory  i.e.  with  a pH.  of  less  that  4.5. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

One  poultry  processing  plant  is  situated  in  the  Council’s  area  at 
Clynderwen.  This  plant  is  used  principally  during  the  two  weeks  or 
so  prior  to  Christmas  each  year  when  approximately  4,000  turkeys  are 
slaughtered,  packed  and  despatched  to  wholesale  markets,  princi- 
pally in  South  Wales.  Due  to  the  large  quantity  involved  the  birds 
are  examined  by  the  processor  and  any  doubtful  carcases  are  set 
aside  for  inspection  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  Poultry  from 
local  farms  is  also  inspected  periodically  in  the  shops  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  particularly  so  during  the  pre-Christmas 
period.  Appended  below  is  a table  giving  relevant  details  of  the 
premises, 
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POULTRY  PROCESSING  PREMISES 


No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Visits 

No.  of  Birds 
Processed 

Type  of 
Bird 

% Unfit  for 
Human 
Consumption 

Weight  of 
Condemned 
Poultry 

1 

10 

4,000 

T urkeys 

1% 

280  lbs 

THE  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS,  1963 

(i)  Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  . . 

(ii)  Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the  )-  Nil 

Alpha-Amylase  test  . . . . . . . . J 


MILK  SUPPLIES 

The  Rural  District  has  been  scheduled,  for  a number  of  years,  as  a 
specified  area  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Speci- 
fication of  Areas)  Order  1957.  The  Licensing  Authority  is  the  County 
Council  and  there  were  62  producers/retailers  and  32  dealers  licenced 
in  the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  heat  treatment  plant  operates 
within  the  district  and  the  actual  supervision  of  the  processing  plant 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority.  The  Council,  however,  are  concerned  with  the  super- 
vision of  all  other  aspects  of  the  dairy  premises. 

In  order  to  avoid  duplication  of  visits  regarding  milk  sampling, 
arrangements  have  been  made,  in  collaboration  with  the  County 
Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  where- 
by samples  taken  by  Ministry  Officers  for  other  purposes  are  also 
being  examined  for  Brucellosis.  The  department  is  immediately 
notified  of  any  positive  results  of  the  Milk  Ring  Test.  The  farm  or 
dairy  concerned  is  then  visited  and  samples  taken  from  individual 
cows  in  order  to  ascertain  the  animals  affected.  The  Ministry’s 
Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  is  notified  regarding  the  results  and 
this  close  liaison  is  of  mutual  benefit  to  all  concerned. 

The  following  table  gives  details  and  results  of  the  number  of 
samples  taken : — 


No.  of 
Visits 

No.  of  Samples 
taken 

No. 

Unsatisfactory 

3 

21 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area  is  the  County  Council. 
Mr.  E.  G.  Nicholls,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  County  Council,  reports 
as  follows  on  work  done  during  the  year  in  the  area  of  the  Car- 
marthen Rural  District  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and 
the  various  Regulations  and  Orders  made  thereunder: — 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  analysis  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..165 

Informal  samples  of  milk  tested  for  compositional 
quality  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Officers  . . . . 92 

Informal  samples  of  Alcoholic  Spirits  tested  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Officers  . . . . . . . . 3 

Milk  samples  sent  for  examination  at  the  Public 

Health  Laboratory,  Glangwili,  Carmarthen  ..  113 

373 


Milk  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 

Number  of  samples  submitted  ..  ..  ..  131 

Certified  to  be  genuine  . . . . . . 103 

Deficient  in  Non-fatty-solids  due  to  natural  causes  . . 22 

Slightly  deficient  in  both  Fat  and  Non-fatty-solids  . . 6 


Informal  samples  of  Milk  taken  at  schools  and  other  establishments 


and  tested  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Officers. 

Number  of  samples  tested  . . . . . . 92 

Genuine  in  Fat  and  Non-fatty-solids  . . . . 86 

Slightly  deficient  in  Fat  . . . . . . . . 1 

Slightly  deficient  in  non-fatty-solids  . . . . . . 5 


Miscellaneous  articles  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Thirty-four  samples  of  various  foodstuffs  and  drugs  were  procured 
at  shops  in  the  area  and  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  All 
the  samples  were  reported  to  be  genuine  in  compositional  quality. 


Alcoholic  Spirits 

Three  informal  samples  of  alcoholic  spirits  were  purchased  at 
licensed  premises  and  were  tested  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Officers. 
The  three  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
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Milk  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Glangwili. 
Pasturised  Milk 

The  forty-two  samples  submitted  were  all  reported  to  have 
satisfied  the  prescribed  tests  for  adequacy  of  heat  treatment  and 
bacteriological  quality. 


Sterilised  Milk 

The  two  samples  taken  were  both  reported  to  have  satisfied  the 
prescribed  test. 

Untreated  Milk 

Satisfied  the  methylene  blue  test  for  bacteriological  quality  6 1 

Failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test  . . . . 5 

66 

The  66  samples  of  Untreated  Milk  were  also  examined  for  Brucella 
Abortus  under  the  Brucella  Ring  and  Culture  tests.  Brucella  Abortus 
was  not  isolated  in  any  of  these  samples. 


Milk  samples  sent  for  Guinea-pig  inoculation 

Three  samples  of  Untreated  Milk  supplied  to  school  were  sent  for 
guinea-pig  inoculation.  One  of  these  samples  was  reported  to  be 
infected  with  Brucella  Abortus.  Copies  of  the  report  were  sent  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

The  reports  in  respect  of  the  other  two  samples  indicated  that  there 
was  no  evidence  of  Tubercle  or  Brucella  Abortus  infection. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH— GENERAL 
Caravan  Sites: 

The  council’s  coastal  belt,  which  extends  for  a distance  of  twenty 
miles,  is  very  popular  with  holidaymakers  and  consequently  it  is 
found  that  increasing  provision  has  to  be  made  to  cater  for  the 
needs  of  the  caravanner.  At  present  there  are  36  licensed  sites  with 
accommodation  for  965  caravans.  This  is  an  increase  in  accommo- 
dation for  100  caravans  compared  to  the  previous  year.  One  caravan 
site  is  owned  by  the  Council  at  Pendine,  with  provision  for  23 
caravans.  A very  limited  number  of  sites  are  available  for  touring 
caravans  and  this  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  demand,  particularly 
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during  the  height  of  the  season  in  July  and  August.  This  naturally 
gives  rise  to  indiscriminate  parking  of  caravans  on  sites  with  inade- 
quate facilities  and  consequent  possible  public  health  hazards. 
Revised  site  licence  conditions  were  introduced  during  the  year  which 
will  eventually  provide  a much  improved  standard  for  caravanners 
and  more  adequate  public  health  control.  Some  of  the  additional 
conditions  include,  among  others,  artificial  lighting  of  all  toilet 
blocks,  waste  water  drainage  connections  to  each  caravan,  first 
aid,  fire  extinguishers  in  all  caravans,  and  records  of  occupants  for 
public  health  control  of  infectious  disease.  Permanent  sites  must  be 
provided  with  artificial  lighting  of  the  site  area. 

An  increasing  number  of  tents  are  erected  by  holidaymakers, 
particularly  during  the  school  holiday  period.  It  must  be  recognised 
that  this  forms  a popular  holiday,  particularly  with  families  in  the 
lower  income  groups.  The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act,  1960,  which  is  the  legislation  primarily  dealing  with 
caravans,  regrettably  does  not  include  tents.  The  latter  is  only 
subject  to  very  weak  control  by  means  of  licensing,  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Tents  for  a limited  period,  can  be  parked 
indiscriminately  on  land  without  any  control  whatsoever,  apart 
from  the  statutory  provision  regarding  prevention  of  a public 
health  nuisance.  In  addition,  members  of  approved  organisations 
are  exempted  from  control  by  local  authorities. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act  was  112  and 
during  the  year  86  inspections  were  undertaken.  The  various 
regulations  made  under  the  Act  provide  a standard  for  the  health, 
welfare  and  safety  of  persons  employed  in  office  and  shop  premises. 
The  standards  are  somewhat  similar  to  the  requirements  for  factory 
workers  and  close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  District  Inspector 
of  Factories  regarding  the  operation  of  the  Act.  Certain  contraven- 
tions were  observed  during  inspections  and  informal  approaches 
were  made  to  owners  and  occupiers  and  this  together  with  advice 
and  guidance  encourages  them  to  co-operate  in  making  good  any 
shortcomings. 
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SAMPLING  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  took  numerous 
samples  of  public,  private  and  farm  water  supplies  and  these  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Bank  Lane,  Carmarthen. 

Samples  from  public  supplies  were  as  follows: — 


Source 

No.  of  Sa 

mples 

Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Eastern  Area  Supply 

5 

— 

5 

Western  Area  Supply 

6 

— 

6 

Whitland  Supply 

16 

3 

19 

Llanglydwen  Supply 

1 

— 

1 

Llysonnen  Cottages 

1 

1 

2 

Llawddog  Supply 

4 

1 

5 

Talog  Supply 

2 

— 

2 

Penybont  Supply 

1 

— 

1 

Pendine  Supply  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Ferryside  Supply 

10 

4 

14 

St.  Clears  Supply 

3 

— 

3 

Fringe  Area  Supply 

2 

— 

2 

Gynnin  Valley  Supply 

2 

1 

3 

Blaenycoed  Village  Supply 

1 

3 

4 

Llanfallteg  Village  Supply 

1 

2 

3 

Four  samples  from  public  supplies  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis. 


Domestic  Connections  to  Farm  Supply  System 

As  in  former  years,  in  collaboration  with  the  Ministry  of  Ag- 
riculture, Fisheries  and  Food,  a number  of  water  samples  were 
again  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  from  new  grant-aided 
farm  water  supply  schemes.  When  the  supply  is  connected  to  the 
dwelling  house  a certificate  of  suitability  has  to  be  provided  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  before  the  Ministry  will  make  the 
appropriate  grant. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  department  continues  to  be  concerned  with  the  problem  of 
dust  emission  from  certain  quarries  within  the  area,  which  has 
resulted  at  certain  times,  in  a considerable  nuisance  to  those  inhabit- 
ants in  the  vicinity  of  such  quarries.  Nuisances  have  arisen  mainly 
from  those  plants  concerned  with  the  production  of  tarmacadam. 
At  Blaenyfan,  Pontantwn,  the  multi-spray  wet  arrestor  operated 
satisfactorily  but  dust  nuisance  was  complained  of  at  times,  which 
upon  investivation,  was  found  to  be  due  entirely  to  lack  of  plant 
maintenance.  At  Forge  Quarry,  Bronwydd  Arms,  after  much  repre- 
sentation by  the  department,  a wet-arrestor  unit  was  installed,  which 
after  initial  trouble,  functioned  satisfactorily  for  a period  to  give  a 
comparatively  dust  free  stack  emission.  However,  due  to  the  lack  of 
a constant  supply  of  water  because  no  mains  supply  is  available, 
trouble  began  to  be  experienced  with  the  arresting  plant.  Application 
has  been  made  to  the  Rivers  Board  for  the  abstraction  of  water 
from  the  nearby  river  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  supply,  when  available, 
will  help  to  improve  matters.  At  Garnwen  Quarry,  Hebron,  plans 
were  put  in  hand  for  the  installation  of  a multi-spray  arrestor  unit, 
the  delivery  and  operation  of  which  is  awaited  early  in  1969. 

In  all  its  discussions  with  the  Quarry  Managements,  the  depart- 
ment has  received  helpful  assistance  in  attempting  to  greatly  minimise 
the  dust  problem. 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Warren  Springs 
Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Technology,  in  the  National  Survey 
of  Air  Pollution.  Weekly  visits  to  the  survey  site  have  been  under- 
taken to  remove  and  replace  used  dreschel  bottles  and  filter  papers 
from  the  automatic  8 port  valve  smoke  and  S02  apparatus.  The 
specially  prepared  Hydrogen  Peroxide  solution  is  analysed  in  the 
department,  to  determine  the  volume  of  Sulpher  Dioxide  (S02) 
present  in  the  solution,  while  the  filter  papers  are  placed  on  a 
photometer  to  indicate  the  degree  of  particular  pollution  present 
in  the  atmosphere.  Pollution  continues  to  be  minimal  as  can  be 
expected  from  an  elevated,  exposed  site,  in  a truly  rural  environ- 
ment. Even  so,  the  results  ascertained  help  to  form  a national 
picture,  which  gives  much  information  to  the  organisations  and 
associations  campaigning  against  the  dirty  atmosphere  particulary 
in  the  large  conurbations. 

A total  of  45  visits  were  made  regarding  observations  on  smoke 
nuisances  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956.  A few  contraventions  were  noted  and  the  persons  or  Company 
concerned  were  advised  accordingly. 
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NOISE 

A report  outlining  the  problems  of  unwanted  sound,  namely 
noise,  was  submitted  to  the  Council  for  their  consideration.  The 
report  outlined  the  methods  of  controlling  noise  from  common 
sources  such  as  compressors  and  drills;  it  embodied  a recommend- 
ation that  the  Council  should  include  a clause  in  any  building  and 
civil  engineering  specification,  requiring  the  use  of  acoustic  screens, 
silencers  etc.,  for  work  near  schools,  hospitals  and  places  of  worship. 
The  Council’s  own  equipment  also  underwent  inspection  and  reco- 
mmendations made  re  noise  suppression,  so  that  a good  example 
could  be  set  in  controlling  unnecessary  noise. 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  gives  a Local  Authority  power  to 
deal  with  noise  or  vibration  as  a Statutory  Nuisance.  Action  can 
also  be  taken  by  the  public  where  three  or  more  persons  are  affected 
by  a noise,  but  in  any  court  case  regard  must  be  had  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  noise  was  ‘reasonable’  in  the  particular  cirumstances. 
Despite  Noise  Level  Meters  and  other  complex  equipment  being 
available  to  help  calculate  levels  of  noise,  it  is  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  not  the  machine  who  has  finally  to  decide  whether  a 
noise  is  ‘reasonable’  or  not. 

The  type  of  noise  investigated  by  the  department  did  not  result 
from  big  industrial  concerns.  The  character  of  noise  or  virbations 
complained  of,  mainly  resulted  from  shunting  engines  being  allowed 
to  idle  over-night  and  from  calves  being  housed  near  domestic 
premises  in  metal  framed  sheds.  By  discussion  and  persuasion  these 
problems  were  eventually  overcome  amicably. 

Much  research  has  been  undertaken  into  the  causes  of  deafness,  as 
a result  of  which,  it  is  anticipated,  that  deafness  shown  to  be  due  to 
a person’s  noisy  working  conditions,  will  be  classified  as  an  Indust- 
tial  injury  and  therefore  liable  for  compensation.  Pressure  is  being 
exerted  to  ensure  that  this  materialises,  as  indeed  has  happened  in 
some  European  countries. 

The  public  themselves  by  utilising  the  common  sense  approach 
can  greatly  contribute  towards  keeping  noise  to  a minimum,  thus 
obviating  action  by  the  department.  It  is  hoped,  by  education  and 
persuasion,  that  the  department  can  help  to  preserve  as  peaceful  an 
environment  as  possible. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

Duties  of  the  Council  under  the  Factories  Acts  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  as  part  of  their  routine 
work,  and  a close  liaison  has  been  maintained,  as  in  former  years 
with  the  District  Inspector  of  Factories. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(0 

Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

2 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

00 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

103 

70 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  out- 
workers premises) 

3 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

108 

110 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

Referred. 

Found. 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (S.7.)  . . 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  . . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

(Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections) 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 

Tenting  Sites  . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Caravan  Sites  . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 

Caravan  Sites — Gypsies  . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Dangerous  Structures  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Defects  and  Disrepair  . . . . . . . . . . 191 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 426 

Filthy  Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  31 

Verminous  Premises . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Health  Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Indiscriminate  tipping  of  refuse  . . . . . . . . 118 

Keeping  of  Animals  . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Noise  Complaints  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Watercourses  and  Streams  . . . . . . . . . . 76 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Nuisances  from  Smoke  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Nuisances  from  grit  and  dust  . . . . . . . . 128 

Nuisances  from  effluvia  . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Smoke  and  SO  2 Apparatus  (National  Survey)  . . . . . . 52 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Enquiries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Othef  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Knackers  Yard  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

HOUSING  (GENERAL) 

Certificate  of  Disrepair  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Improvement  Grants  . . . . . . . . . . 379 

Land  Charges  Searches  . . . . . . . . . . 128 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Unfit  House  Inspection  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  100 

Work  in  progress  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 

Interviewing  Applicants  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  736 

Transfer  Investigations  . . . . . . . . . . 120 

General  Management  Visits  . . . . . . . . 1895 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Public  Conveniences  . . . . . . . . . . 172 

Refuse  Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Refuse  Disposal  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Swimming  Pool  (School)  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Foreshore  Inspection  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Offices  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963  , . . . . . 86 

Factories  Acts  ..  ..  110 


V, 


